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FOR RELEASE:

9 March 1972

FROM:

Kika de la Garza

92-318

WASHINGTON, D C -- Some South Texans have expressed concern to me about the
Mexico customs crackdown on the bringing of U.S.-purchased gonds across the border by
Mexican citizens.

The measures taken include major changes in customs personnel, more

frequent inspections of customs ports, and a generally stricter adherence to the regulations on imports of merchandise for both commercial and personal use.
I took the matter up with the Department of State, which now has told me
that residents of the border zone in Mexico are still permitted to import duty-free "reasnnable amounts" of everyday consumer foods.

"There is no eVidence," the Department says,

"that the Mexican customs crackdown has gone beyond the enforcement of published import
regulations."

I don't agree with this evaluation, but that's what they say.

The State

Department spokesman also expressed doubt that Mexico, as has been suggested, would be
Willing to offer its citizens the same $100 duty-free allowance we permit our returning
residents.

Mexico has a large unfavorable balance of trade with the United States and

wants to increase its exports.
This is high among the problems that undoubtedly will be discussed at the
U.S.-Mexico Interparliamentary meeting, in which I will participate later this year.
One of the things we need to do on our side, of course, is to step up our selling effort,
and that is being done.

The U.S. Department of Commerce recently opened its largest and

most ambitious trade center in Mexico City.

The Texas Industrial Commission also has a

trade office located in the Mexican capital, and this is another effort to foster two-way
trade.

In South Texas, our special relationship with Mexico gives us a full realization

of the importance of trade back and forth across the border.

And certainly Texas is in

a position to sell more effectively to Mexico than other sections of the United States or
than countries across the seas.

* * * * * * *
RURAL DEVELOPMENT -- The House of Representatives recently passed a bill
designed to improve living conditions in rural areas and make it practical and desirable
for people to live there.

The legislation simply proposes to make a move toward estab-

lishing equity between rural people and city people so far as actions of the Federal
Government are concerned.

I firmly believe that the problems of the cities grow out of

the problems of the rural areas.

It is neither fair nor sensible to neglect one at the

expense of the other.
The House-passed bill, the Rural Development Act of 1972, proposes to make
greater use of the two agencies of the Department of Agriculture most familiar with rural

Ho~e

problems, the Farmers

Administration and the Soil Conservation Service.

them, these t,·,,, agencies have Gome 4.700 offices all over rural America.
employees who Imcw the problems end the people of these communities.

Between

They have

The bill does not

create new ageucies or 0.epartments.

The

n~asure

gives the FHA new areas of authority. authoriZing loans to rural

residents. including farmers, to establish and operate small businesses in rural areas as
a means of creating jobs.

Loans would be permitted for community facilities and services,

including fire houses, equipment, ambulances and rescue equipment.
be built with

thes~

of the environ;r.ent.,

loans.

Loans

~nd

Civic centers could

grants would be authorized to prevent the pollution

\-1s.te>o and sewer programs would be made more flexible to meet the

increased demands for them.
The 5",a11 watershed and the resource, conservation and development programs
of the Soil

Cons~rvation

Service also would be made more flexible.

The bill proposes to

provide assistance f.or municipal and industrial water supply, water quality management,
pollution abatement

&~d

control, and solid waste disposal.

Participation of local banks

and other financing institutions would be encouraged.

r think

t~~

Rural Development Act is a measure for the betterment of not

just rural Americc but for the people in the large cities as well.

Whatever helps rural

America also enhances life in the urban parts of our nation. I co-sponsored this bill.

* * * * * * *
FREE ~~~ ~,\LLS -- Residents of six counties in the 15th Congressional
District cen now make toll-free telephone calls to the Houston Federal Job Information
Center of the U.S. Civil Service Commission to obtain information about Federal employment. Persons living in Brooks, Cameron, HidalGo, Kenedy, Kleberg and Willacy Counties
should dial I-BJO-392-4970 for this service. Federal job opportunities are limited just
now, but tbe Civil. Service Commission tells me it is anxious to provide prompt and accurate information in response to every request.

* * * * *

* *

TRUE, TRUE -- This election year reminds me of something Will Rogers said:
"Politics has got so expensive that it takes a lot of money even to get beat."

* * * * * * *
\-1ALK FOR MN.~KIND - - It was a real pleasure to join an outstanding group of
San Benito stc,de,,"ts a-;;d-S~f their teachers in the recent "Walk for Mankind" to raise
funds for Project Concern -- a highly worthy o.ganization which attempts to prOVide medical and dental care fo" the world's less fortunate. While I don't know how far I walked,
estimates ranged b~tween 7 to 11 miles -- the walk was a pleasure. To Professor 0 1. Jones
and the Key Clubs and all the wonderful, invigorating bunch of kids -- I salute you -you're the greatest! This is the type of young people we have in South Texas, we are
indeed fortunnte.
~~ITORS

* * * * * * *

-. Among visitors to my office this week were Mr Robert Barnes of
McAllen; Mr Luis Munoz of Roma, who was in Washington with the Presidential Classroom
Program; and former 15th District Congressman, Mr Joe M. Kilgore of Austin.

* * * * * * *

